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For those born in the vibrant month of May, the birthstone is the emerald. This magnificent
gemstone, a precious variety of the mineral beryl, has been cherished for millennia as a symbol of
rebirth, fertility, and the lush awakening of the natural world. At PureJewels, we view the emerald
not merely as a stone, but as a masterpiece of artisanal nature, reflecting the same depth of

heritage and craftsmanship that defines our fourth-generation jewellery house.

The emerald is distinguished by its incomparable green hue, a color so specific and evocative that
it has become the standard for the entire spectrum of greens in the gemological world.
Historically, it was believed to grant the wearer the ability to foresee the future and protect

against evil spells, making it a fixture in the 22ct gold jewellery of ancient royalty and modern

collectors alike.

Choosing an emerald piece is an invitation to begin a personal legacy. Whether set into a
meticulously crafted ring or an elegant pendant, the May birthstone carries with it a provenance of

luxury and a promise of enduring beauty that transcends mere fashion trends.

Key Takeaways

e Primary Essence: The emerald is the official birthstone for May, representing the mineral

beryl with trace amounts of chromium or vanadium.

e Symbolism: Historically associated with rebirth, love, and fertility, echoing the peak of

Spring in the Northern Hemisphere.

e Quality Markers: Known for its "jardin" (internal inclusions), which are often viewed as a

finger-print of authenticity in fine jewellery.

e Durability: Rates 7.5 to 8 on the Mohs scale, requiring specialized artisanal techniques for

setting and care.

e Legacy: A premier choice for anniversary gifts (specifically the 20th and 35th) and

meaningful family heirlooms.

e Versatility: Pairs exceptionally well with high-purity metals, particularly in karigari-inspired

gold settings.
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At a Glance: May Birthstone Characteristics

Attribute
Gemstone Family

Chemical Composition

Specification

Beryl

Beryllium Aluminum Silicate

Hardness (Mohs Scale) 7.5-8.0
Primary Color Vivid Green to Bluish-Green
Major Sources Colombia, Zambia, Brazil, Ethiopia

Anniversary Association 20th and 35th Wedding Anniversaries

The Rich History and Provenance of Emeralds

The journey of the emerald begins deep within the earth's crust, where rare geological conditions
allow beryllium to meet chromium. This intersection of elements creates a stone that has
captivated civilizations from the Pharaohs of Egypt to the Mughal Emperors of India. We often find
that the most compelling stories are written in the depths of these stones.

Ancient Egyptians mined emeralds as early as 330 BC, associating them with Isis and the eternal
promise of the afterlife. Cleopatra was famously enamored with the gem, using it not only as
adornment but as a diplomatic gift to visiting dignitaries, establishing it as a hallmark of power

and divine right.

The Mughal Influence and Karigari Tradition

For a brand like PureJewels, with roots deeply embedded in Indian heritage, the emerald holds a
sacred place. The Mughal Empire’s obsession with emeralds led to some of the most spectacular
examples of lapidary art in history. Artisans would carve intricate floral patterns and sacred verses
directly onto the surface of large emerald cabochons.

This tradition of karigari (craftsmanship) continues to influence our design intelligence today.
When we create a gold pendant featuring an emerald, we are paying homage to a lineage of

goldsmiths who understood that a gemstone is a vessel for cultural storytelling.
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European Royalty and Modern Luxury

Beyond the borders of India, the emerald has been a staple of European crown jewels for
centuries. Queen Victoria’'s emerald tiara, designed by Prince Albert, remains an iconic symbol of
the mid-19th century's romantic aesthetics. Such pieces were never intended to be "seasonal" but
were created as collectible treasures meant to be passed down through generations.

Today, the emerald remains one of the "Big Three" precious stones, alongside the ruby and
sapphire. Its rarity, particularly in larger carats with high transparency, ensures its status as a

significant investment and a pinnacle of luxury with purpose.

The Science of the Green: Understanding Quality

When you seek to understand what is May birthstone, looking beyond the surface is essential.
Unlike diamonds, where "flawless" is the gold standard, emeralds are celebrated for their internal
birthmarks. These inclusions, often referred to as the "jardin" (French for garden), give each stone

a unique identity and attest to its natural origin.

The Color Spectrum

The value of an emerald is primarily dictated by its color. The most desirable shade is a vivid,
saturated green or a slightly bluish-green. If the stone is too light, it is technically categorized as
green beryl; if it is too dark, it loses the internal "fire" that makes it so mesmerising.

Our curators look for "hue, tone, and saturation." A refined emerald should exhibit an even
distribution of color across the entire facet, creating a glowing effect that seems to emanate from

within the stone's heart.

Clarity and the "Jardin"

Because emeralds are naturally more included than most other gemstones, the industry accepts
certain treatments, such as oiling with colorless cedarwood oil. This traditional technique fills
surface-reaching fissures to improve clarity without altering the stone's fundamental nature.

We believe in integrity and trust, which is why we emphasize the importance of provenance.
Whether the stone originates from the renowned mines of Muzo in Colombia or the deep green

deposits of Zambia, understanding its journey is part of the joy of ownership.

Key Factors in Selecting an Emerald

e Hue: The type of green (yellowish-green vs. bluish-green).
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e Saturation: The intensity or "vividness" of the color.
e Tone: How light or dark the green appears.

e Cut: The "emerald cut" was specifically developed to protect the stone from chipping while

maximizing color.

e Carat Weight: Large, high-quality emeralds are significantly rarer than diamonds of the same

size.

Symbolic Meaning and Cultural Significance

Jewellery is a celebration of life’s most meaningful journeys. For a May-born individual, wearing an
emerald is more than a fashion choice; it is a connection to a deep well of ancient symbolism. In
many cultures, the emerald represents the planet Mercury, associated with wisdom, eloquence,

and a sharp mind.

The Stone of Eternal Love

In the realm of the heart, the emerald is often called the "Stone of Successful Love." It is said to

provide domestic bliss and instill loyalty. This makes it an exceptional choice for anniversary gifts,

particularly when reaching milestones that deserve a legacy-tier celebration.
The lush green mirrors the heart chakra in Vedic traditions, suggesting that the stone aids in
emotional healing and the opening of the spirit. When crafted into a bespoke piece, these

meanings become part of the wearer's personal narrative.

May Birthstone in Modern Spirituality

Contemporary enthusiasts of gemstone lore often turn to the emerald for its grounding properties.
It is believed to bring balance to the wearer, fostering patience and clear perception. In a world
that moves with relentless speed, the cool, steady green of an emerald offers a sense of

tranquility and a connection to the earth's enduring rhythms.

Artisanal Excellence: Crafting with Emeralds

At PurejJewels, our approach to the May birthstone is one of profound respect for the material.
Emeralds are "brittle" compared to diamonds, meaning they require a master's touch during the
setting process. Our goldsmiths employ metallurgical expertise to ensure that every claw and

bezel provides both security and aesthetic harmony.
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The 22ct Gold Connection

There is a specific alchemy that occurs when the vivid green of an emerald meets the rich, warm

glow of 22ct gold jewellery. This high-purity gold, a hallmark of our brand, complements the

saturation of the stone in a way that lower carats cannot.
Whether it is a pair of jhumkha earrings or a chand bali design, the contrast between the

artisanal gold work and the natural gemstone creates a piece with undeniable timeless elegance

Bespoke Design and Personalization

For those seeking something truly unique, our bespoke services allow you to integrate the May

birthstone into a piece that reflects your specific story. Imagine a personalised ring where the

emerald is flanked by family initials or a personalised necklace that commemorates a significant

achievement.
Our design intelligence ensures that the finished product is not just a piece of jewellery, but a
masterfully crafted heirloom that preserves traditional skills while adhering to a modern luxury

aesthetic.

Gifting Emeralds: Milestones and Celebrations

Gifting the May birthstone is a gesture of devotion and thoughtfulness. It shows an appreciation
for the recipient's identity and the cultural importance of their birth month. We believe that every

gift should be an experience, a moment of discovery that stays with the recipient forever.

A Lifetime of Moments

From the birth of a child to a meaningful promotion, emeralds are suitable for a variety of life's

transitions. For a young woman reaching her majority, a delicate initial pendant set with a tiny

emerald can be the start of her own jewellery collection.
For a man, mens jewellery featuring emerald accents—perhaps in a signet ring or a set of

cufflinks—communicates a sense of refined authority and a respect for heritage.

Festivals and Cultural Traditions

Emeralds hold a special place in festival gifts. During Diwali or Eid, the gift of a gemstone
represents prosperity and the shedding of light on one's path. An emerald, with its association

with growth and renewal, is particularly auspicious during these times of celebration.
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Gifting Inspiration for May Birthdays

e For Her: A set of stud earrings featuring vibrant Zambian emeralds for daily elegance.

e For the Bride: A statement necklace as part of her trousseau, ensuring she carries a piece of
family legacy.

e For the Graduate: A personalised pendant to mark the beginning of their professional
journey.

e For Him: Sophisticated emerald-set accessories that blend luxury with masculine design.

Caring for Your Emerald Heirlooms

Owning a piece of history requires a commitment to its preservation. Unlike sturdier stones,
emeralds require a gentle hand. At PureJewels, we advocate for a "last on, first off" rule for your
fine jewellery. This means your emeralds should be the last thing you put on when dressing and

the first thing you remove at the end of the day.

Cleaning and Maintenance

Never use ultrasonic cleaners or steam on emeralds. The vibrations and heat can cause the
natural oils within the stone to dissipate, or worse, cause the stone to crack. Instead, use a soft
cloth and lukewarm, soapy water.

We recommend professional check-ups once a year. Our artisans can inspect the settings of your
gold earrings or rings to ensure that the prongs haven't shifted, preserving the exceptional

quality of your piece for decades to come.

Storage and Protection

Store your emerald jewellery in a fabric-lined box, separate from harder stones like diamonds or
sapphires, which could scratch the surface. Keeping them away from direct sunlight and extreme

temperature changes will also help maintain the stone's enduring luster and color saturation.

The Evolution of Emerald Pricing

Understanding the value of an emerald involves recognizing its scarcity. As mines become
depleted, naturally vivid and "clean" stones become increasingly collectible. The market for high-
quality emeralds has shown remarkable resilience, often outperforming other luxury assets over

generational timelines.

Page 6 of 8


https://www.purejewels.com/product-category/22ct-gold-jewellery/gold-earrings/

Investment-Grade Emeralds

For the serious collector, "No Oil" emeralds—those with such high natural clarity that they require
no treatment—are the ultimate acquisition. These stones command a premium and are often the
centerpiece of bespoke creations.

When you shop by price, it is important to remember that you are not just paying for the stone,
but for the provenance, the hallmarked metal, and the artisanal excellence that brings the

piece to life.

Accessible Elegance

While the most extraordinary emeralds can reach staggering prices, the beauty of this stone is
that it is available in various grades. At Pure)Jewels, we offer curated selections that allow you to

find meaning at every level, from jewellery under 550 to high-jewellery masterpieces.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is the emerald the May birthstone?

The tradition traces back to the Breastplate of Aaron, which featured twelve stones representing
the twelve tribes of Israel. Over time, these became associated with the zodiac and the calendar
months. Emerald was chosen for May because its lush green perfectly mirrors the peak of Spring

growth and the concept of "rebirth" associated with the season.

Are all green stones birthstones for May?

No, specifically only the emerald is the traditional birthstone. While stones like peridot (August) or
green tourmaline are beautiful, they have different chemical compositions and symbolic histories.
The emerald's unique depth of color and cultural heritage sets it apart as the definitive May

stone.

Can emeralds be worn every day?

Yes, but with care. While they are meticulously crafted to be durable, they are not as hard as

diamonds. For daily-wear pieces like personalised bracelets, we recommend protective settings

like bezels that shield the edges of the stone from impact.
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What does a "jardin" mean in an emerald?

The "jardin" refers to the natural internal inclusions that look like moss or branches. Far from
being "flaws," these are celebrated by connoisseurs as proof of the stone's provenance and
natural origin. A completely clear emerald is extremely rare and often scrutinized to ensure it isn't

lab-grown or a stimulant.

How can | tell if an emerald is high quality?

Look for a vivid, primary green color that isn't too dark. The stone should have a "glow" to it. While
inclusions are expected, they shouldn't be so numerous that they make the stone look cloudy or
opaque. At PurejJewels, we ensure every piece meets our exceptional quality standards before it

reaches your collection.

Is emerald a good stone for an engagement ring?

Emeralds make stunning, iconic engagement rings for those who seek something different from
the traditional diamond. However, because they are softer, the wearer must be mindful of their
lifestyle. We often recommend pairing them with 18ct or 22ct gold to create a timeless look that

celebrates your unique journey.

Choosing a Legacy with Purejewels

The search for the perfect May birthstone piece is a journey into the heart of beauty and tradition.
We invite you to explore our curated collections, where every emerald is chosen for its character
and every setting is a testament to artisanal excellence.

Jewellery, at its best, is an enduring expression of who you are and where you come from.
Whether you are celebrating a birth, an anniversary, or a personal milestone, we are here to help

you find a piece that will become a cherished part of your family’s legacy.

Our commitment to integrity and trust means you can be confident in the provenance and
quality of your purchase. From hallmarked gold to ethically sourced gemstones, we ensure that
the luxury you wear is luxury with purpose. Let the emerald's green flame light up your story,

today and for the generations to follow.
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