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Green Sapphire vs Emerald: The Core Differences
While both gemstones share a similar colour palette, they belong to entirely different mineral
families and possess unique physical properties.

Emerald: A variety of the mineral Beryl, coloured by trace amounts of chromium and
vanadium. It is the "king" of green gems, prized for its lush, "Jardin" (garden-like) inclusions.

Green Sapphire: Part of the Corundum family (the same as blue sapphires and rubies), it
gets its colour from iron. It typically offers better clarity and a more understated, olive-to-forest
green tone.

Visual Appeal: Saturated Vibrancy vs. Subtle Brilliance
When comparing the two, the first thing you’ll notice is the "personality" of the green.

The Iconic Glow of Emeralds

Emeralds are famous for their vivid, glowing green that seems to radiate from within. Because
of their unique crystal structure, they often feature a "velvety" appearance. Most emeralds are
"oiled" to improve their clarity, a standard practice in the industry to enhance their natural beauty.

The Earthy Sparkle of Green Sapphires

Green sapphires tend to be more muted and earthy. They range from soft mint and teal-green
to deep, moody forest shades. Because they have a higher refractive index than emeralds, a well-
cut green sapphire often exhibits more "fire" and sparkle, making it a favourite for those who
prefer a stone that dances in the light.

Durability: Which Gem Is Right for Daily Wear?
In London’s fast-paced lifestyle, durability is a key factor, especially for engagement rings.
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Hardness: Sapphires score a 9 on the Mohs scale, second only to diamonds. They are
incredibly resistant to scratching.

Toughness: Emeralds score between 7.5 and 8. While they are hard, their natural "Jardin"
inclusions make them more brittle and prone to chipping if knocked against a hard surface.

Rarity and Value: A Smart Investment
In the luxury market, the price per carat can vary significantly based on origin and treatment.

Feature Green Sapphire Emerald

Typical Price Generally more accessible High premium for top-tier stones

Rarity Rising popularity but available Fine, eye-clean stones are extremely rare

Origin Australia, Sri Lanka, Madagascar Colombia (Muzo/Chivor), Zambia, Brazil

Common Treatment Heat treatment (stable) Oil/Resin (standard)

While Colombian emeralds command the highest prices due to their prestige, green sapphires are
increasingly seen as a "smart" luxury choice. They offer the prestige of a precious "Big Three"
gemstone family at a more approachable price point for larger carat weights.

Ethical Sourcing and London Trends
For the modern London jewellery buyer, provenance is everything. 2025 trends show a shift
toward teal and bicoloured green sapphires, which are often sourced from ethical mines in
Australia and Montana. Emeralds, particularly those from Zambia, are also gaining traction for
their traceable supply chains.

Whether you prefer the historic allure of a "Jardin" emerald or the modern, resilient sparkle of a
green sapphire, both gems represent the pinnacle of British jewellery elegance.
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