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Tanzanite vs Sapphire: Understanding the Difference
Between Two Blue Gemstones
Tanzanite and sapphire are both admired for their captivating blue tones, yet they differ
profoundly in origin, rarity, durability and long-term value. While sapphire has been treasured for
centuries as a cornerstone of fine jewellery, tanzanite is a modern discovery prized for its rarity
and distinctive colour.

Understanding the difference between tanzanite and sapphire allows clients to choose a gemstone
that reflects not only aesthetic preference, but also lifestyle, longevity and personal meaning.

What Is a Sapphire?

How Sapphire Is Formed

Sapphire is a variety of corundum, formed deep within the earth under intense heat and pressure.
Its blue colour is created by trace elements such as iron and titanium.

Rarity and Heritage

Blue sapphire has been revered for centuries, associated with royalty, wisdom and devotion. While
sapphires are found in several regions, fine-quality stones with rich, even colour are relatively
rare.

Treatments

Most sapphires are heat-treated to enhance colour and clarity, a long-accepted and stable practice
within the fine jewellery industry. Untreated sapphires of fine colour command significant
premiums.
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What Is Tanzanite?

How Tanzanite Is Formed

Tanzanite is a blue-violet variety of zoisite, formed under unique geological conditions involving
heat, pressure and vanadium. It is found in only one place in the world—at the foothills of Mount
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania.

Rarity and Exclusivity

Tanzanite’s single geographic source makes it one of the rarest gemstones used in fine jewellery.
Its supply is finite, and it is estimated to be significantly rarer than diamonds.

Treatments

Nearly all tanzanite is gently heat-treated to bring out its signature blue-violet colour. This
treatment is permanent and widely accepted.

Tanzanite vs Sapphire: Colour and Appearance

Colour Characteristics

Sapphire is known for its stable, pure blue tones, ranging from bright cornflower to deep royal
blue. Tanzanite displays a distinctive blue-violet hue and strong pleochroism, showing flashes of
blue, violet and burgundy depending on the viewing angle.

Light Performance

Sapphire offers a consistent brilliance and inner glow. Tanzanite’s beauty lies in its colour depth
and shifting tones rather than intense sparkle.

Tanzanite vs Sapphire: Durability and Wearability

Hardness Comparison

Sapphire: 9 on the Mohs hardness scale

Tanzanite: 6–6.5 on the Mohs hardness scale
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Sapphire is exceptionally durable and well-suited for daily wear. Tanzanite is significantly softer
and requires more careful handling, particularly in rings worn every day.

Long-Term Wear

Sapphire retains its polish and brilliance over generations. Tanzanite may show wear more quickly
and benefits from protective setting styles.

Tanzanite vs Sapphire: Cost and Value

What Defines Sapphire Value

Sapphire value is determined by colour intensity, clarity, carat size, origin and treatment. Fine
sapphires retain long-term value and are often passed down as heirloom gemstones.

What Defines Tanzanite Value

Tanzanite is priced based on colour saturation, clarity and carat weight. While highly prized for
rarity, it does not yet carry the same historical value stability as sapphire.

Tanzanite vs Sapphire for Engagement Rings

Why Choose Sapphire

Sapphire is an excellent choice for engagement rings due to its durability, symbolism and timeless
appeal. It is well-suited for lifelong daily wear.

Why Choose Tanzanite

Tanzanite appeals to those seeking rarity and individuality. It is best suited for engagement rings
designed with protective settings or for occasion jewellery rather than everyday wear.

Tanzanite vs Sapphire in Bespoke Jewellery at PureJewels

Design Considerations

PureJewels carefully considers gemstone hardness and lifestyle when designing bespoke jewellery.
Sapphire allows for a wider range of setting styles, while tanzanite benefits from more protective
designs.
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Precious Metal Options

Bespoke tanzanite or sapphire jewellery may be crafted in:

18ct yellow or white gold

22ct yellow gold

22ct Sunrise Gold

Platinum

Sapphire pairs beautifully with 22ct Sunrise Gold and platinum, while tanzanite’s blue-violet
tones are striking in platinum or 18ct white gold.

Sourcing and Transparency

PureJewels sources gemstones responsibly and provides full disclosure on origin and treatment,
allowing clients to make informed and confident choices.

Which Is Better: Tanzanite or Sapphire?
There is no universal answer. Sapphire offers exceptional durability, heritage and long-term value.
Tanzanite offers rarity, expressive colour and contemporary appeal. The right choice depends on
lifestyle, design intent and the meaning attached to the piece.

At PureJewels, the emphasis is on integrity, craftsmanship and education—ensuring every
gemstone is chosen with intention and respect for its natural story.
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